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Abstract. About ten years ago, a new theoretical branch appeared in Czech sociology — historical
sociology. The first step and prerequisite for its development was publication of the impressive collective
monograph Historical Sociology: Theory of Long-Term Development (edited by J. Subrt) including works
of famous Czech social scientists (P. Machonin, M. Petrusek, J. Musil, M. Hroch and others). The concept
of historical sociology curriculum appeared in 2007, its form gradually developed in the discussions of
J. Subrt, J.P. Arnason (La Trobe University), M. Havelka (Charles University) and W. Spohn (University
of Wroclaw). In 2008, its accreditation documents were prepared under the guidance of J. Subrt, and it was
included in the academic year 2009/2010 schedule. At the same time, at the Faculty of Humanities of the
Charles University the Department of Historical Sociology was founded. Until now, there are Master’s and
PhD programs in Historical Sociology in Czech in the form of regular daily and combined (distance) studies.
In the academic year 2012/2013, a doctoral studies program was also opened, and both programs — Master’s
and PhD’s — started in English. The article considers the decade-long development of historical sociology
in the Czech Republic focusing on the research and study programs at the Faculty of Humanities of the
Charles University. The author explains how historical sociology is defined and developing in the Czech
Republic, emphasizing its research traditions and current interests. The article pays particular attention
to the topics and representatives of historical sociology mentioning the importance of its publications —
both monographs and the journal established in 2009. To conclude, the author summarizes the results of
the current stage of the development of Czech historical sociology, its challenges and risks, hopes and
perspectives. Ten years is usually a very short period for any science but for Czech historical sociology
they became a period of significant results.
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According to the accreditation document on the website of the Charles University,
the curriculum of historical sociology program aims at research activities and profes-
sional training of students focusing on long-term development processes and trends
especially those that significantly affect the life of contemporary societies. These are
mainly issues of social change and modernization, continuity and discontinuity, globali-
zation, integration and disintegration, religious and cultural pluralities, opportunities and
risks of social development [11]. According to the accreditation document, historical
sociology is not just a combination of history and sociology or an interdisciplinary
integration of historical and sociological approaches. Historical sociology is a research
program studying historical spatially-temporally determined social reality: it combines
theory and research methodology, conducts analysis of the present and near and distant
past, thus, presenting an interdisciplinary theoretical-methodological perspective applied
in both fundamental and specialized research to explain long-term social processes and
differences and similarities of social phenomena in different historical periods.

The authors of the historical sociology curriculum at the Faculty of Humanities
developed it to avoid narrow branch orientation. It is not a study based on one theory
or method, it is rather a theoretical multi-paradigm based on the plurality of methodolo-
gical approaches [58; 61]. In its theoretical part one can find elements of many dis-
ciplines — history, political science, economics, and anthropology. The curriculum of
the Master’s studies can be divided into three blocks: the theoretical-historical block
consists of courses on the general concepts of historical sociology and civilizational
analysis, on the perspectives of historical sociology in relation to the issues of knowledge,
culture, religion, nationalism, economy, politics, international relations, democracy and
everyday life. The methodological-research block introduces basic approaches of
sociological-historical methodology, methods and techniques of both quantitative and
qualitative analysis in the archival research. The third block is selective and focuses
on (a) modernization and social change, (b) historical sociology of politics and inter-
national relations, (¢) cultural history and sociology of leisure [61]. Such a program is
to prepare graduates for their future professional work in both academic and practical
fields, i.e. to train competent specialists with a wider outlook, good expertise and skills.

Another feature of historical sociology at the Faculty of Humanities is its per-
sonnel’s efforts to strengthen international cooperation in the field of research and
teaching. Over the last ten years, many foreign scientists — W. Spohn, D. Sayer,
M. Maslowski, H. Staubmann, D. Smith, D. Kaesler, M. Abraham (President of the
International Sociological Association) and others — visited the Department of Historical
Sociology.

Over the last four decades, historical sociology has evolved globally. Thus, a good
overview of the development of historical sociology in Russia is presented in the His-
torical Sociology in Russia by N.V. Romanovskiy [45], an author of the book Istori-
cheskaya sotsiologiya (Historical Sociology) [44] published in Moscow. According
to J. Subrt [63], historical sociology has its own classics (M. Weber, N. Elias, etc.) and
prominent scholars today (Sh. Eisenstadt, Ch. Tilly, Th. Skocpol, M. Mann, E. Waller-
stein, etc.). It also has its journals (Journal of Historical Sociology established in 1988;
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the Czech journal Historicka sociologie [Historical Sociology] established in 2009),
expert forums and conferences; it is represented in the International Sociological
Association (Research Committee 56); it has extensive book production [1; 6; 10; 28;
46; 48; 49; 65; 66]. Historical sociology today is a very diverse and internally differen-
tiated field striving to develop a general theory instead of the current range of theories
moving in different directions, and to conduct more empirical studies. In 2009, the posi-
tion of historical sociology in the Czech Republic was recognized; in a short period of
time several important monographs were published [3; 4; 15; 17; 19; 22; 34; 57; 59];
it is presented in the Masaryk’s Czech Sociological Association (Section of Historical
Sociology); it has its journal and department at the Faculty of Humanities of the Charles
University.

According to J. Subrt [63; 64], historical sociology has roots in the very beginning
of sociology — already in Comte’s theory of social dynamics, then in the works of
K. Marx, H. Spencer, E. Durkheim, M. Weber, and other scholars of the second half
of the 19™ — early 20" century (the same applies to Czech sociology, its founding fathers
T.G. Masaryk, E. Chalupny and I.A. Bléha). However, in the first half of the 20" century,
the idea of interconnection of history and sociology was abandoned, and sociology
defined itself as a science of contemporary societies leaving the past for historical
science. Nevertheless, there were some exceptions such as P. Sorokin’s Sociocultural
and Cultural Dynamics [50], N. Elias’s The Civilization Process [12], some ideas and
works of T. Parsons [39] and his colleagues (R.N. Bellah, N. Smelser, and S.M. Lipset).

What is known today as new historical sociology [51] is the western concept
represented mainly by the work of B. Moore [36] and his followers — Th. Skocpol [48]
and Ch. Tilly [57] who were primarily interested in armed conflicts, revolutions and
wars [see also: 21]. The second important orientation is analysis of the world system
by 1. Wallerstein [68] based on the Marxist path-dependency theory. The third orientation
is civilizational analysis developed by Sh.N. Eisenstadt [11], the Czech-born sociologist
J. Krej¢i [25] and J.P. Arnason [2].

Historical sociology at the Faculty of Humanities of the Charles University recog-
nizes this tradition and aims at developing it. At the same time, it is open to new
themes, for instance, J.P. Arnason [3; 4] focuses on the civilizational analysis. At the
beginning, in historical sociology there were two leading figures of then-Czech socio-
logy — M. Petrusek [40; 41] and J. Musil [37]. J. Subrt considers theoretical-methodolo-
gical problems of historical sociology [63; 64], N. Elias’s civilizational theory [55], issues
of social and historical time [56], historical consciousness and collective memory [33; 60].
M. Havelka [15] develops historical sociology of knowledge and religion, B. Salanda —
historical sociology of everyday life [34], J. Stemberk [52; 53] studies issues of economic
development, mobility and tourism, K. Cerny [8; 9] — development of the Islamic world,
A. Markova [30; 31] — the past and present of post-Soviet space, A. Kumsa [26; 27] —
conflicts on the African continent, M. Némecky [38] — political processes and functional
analysis. Thus, such a small team of the Department of Historical Sociology covers
a broad range of themes.

One of the key issues for the Department of Historical Sociology is collective
memory. This research was supported by several grants and resulted in many publications
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in Czech, English, Russian and Belarusian, and the collective monograph Collective
Memory: On Theoretical Issues [25] that identified theoretical concepts and methodolo-
gical approaches (M. Halbwachs, P. Nora, P. Ricoeur, A. Assmann, J.C. Alexander, etc.)
to study collective memory. J. Subrt contributed to the research by his own concept “his-
torical consciousness’ as a combination of four elements: personal or interpersonal
historical experience; ideology, especially state ideology for political regimes introduce
ideological interpretation of history for the aims of their legitimation; knowledge pro-
duced by historiography and historical science; and collective cultural-historical memory,
i.e. various manifestations of culture reflecting the past in a variety of ways [60].

Another internationally important contributions — the book by J. Subrt The Per-
spective of Historical Sociology: The Individual as Homo-Sociologicus Through Society
and History [64], who is well-known to Russian readers by many articles and the book
Historical Processes, Social Change, Modernization in Sociology published by the
RUDN University [63]. The English book consists of seven chapters in which the author
presents his ideas on historical sociology as a discipline. He begins with a search for
answers to the question of how to define historical sociology and relationship between
history and sociology and continues with time frames and various concepts of social
change. The book is based on the classical sociological works (by O. Comte, M. Spencer,
K. Marx, M. Weber and E. Durkheim), theories of structuralism, functionalism and sys-
tems approach (K. Lévi-Strauss, M. Foucault, T. Parsons, R.K. Merton, L.A. Coser,
R. Dahrendorf, N. Luhmann, and I. Wallerstein). Particular attention is paid to the civi-
lizational analysis in both monistic (N. Elias) and pluralistic versions (J. Krej¢i,
Sh.N. Eisenstadt), and to modernization processes such as modern nationalism (M. Hroch,
E. Gellner), totalitarian trends (H. Arendt, K. Popper, R. Aron), revolutions and violent
conflicts (B. Moore, Th. Skocpol, Ch. Tilly, M. Mann), transition from the first to the
second modernity (D. Bell, Z. Bauman, A. Giddens, U. Beck, etc.). The final part of
the book presents a historical-sociological interpretation of human life and explains
the influence of prominent personalities on history and society (G.V. Plekhanov’s idea
of “the role of the individual in history”).

What is most likely to affect the further development of historical sociology is
the journal of Historical Sociology established in 2009 and headed by B. Salanda. With
two issues annually, first it was published in Kolin by the Independent Centre for Policy
Studies, and from 2012 by the Karolinum Press of the Charles University. In 2016, the
journal was accepted into the Scopus database; its articles are published in Czech and
English and are in open access on the journal website [7]. The thematic structure of
the journal is rather broad and diverse but with four basic clusters: 1) analysis of historical
phenomena/events and their influence on social development (for example, “The unima-
ginable revolution: 1917 in retrospect” by J.P. Arnason or “The First World War and
the population of the Czech lands” by L. Fialova); 2) issues of regional history, memory
and identity (for example, the article by S. Kreisslova and V. Jaros “German past Czech
borderland in the historical consciousness of the population of Karlovy Vary Region”
or “Cornerstones of Breton regionalism, its emergence and development until 1914”
by M. Reiterova); 3) studies on theory and methodology (for example, “Historical socio-
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logy in Russia” by N.V. Romanovskiy or “Homo sociologicus and the society of indi-
viduals” by J. Subrt); 4) works on the contribution of prominent authors to the historical-
sociological tradition (for example, “Violence control and the civilization of intimacy:
Remarks on Norbert Elias” by M. Hadas, “Universal rationalization: M. Weber’s great
narrative” by D. Kaesler or “Theory and practice. The establishment of sociology
in the Czech environment by T.G. Masaryk” by V. Kozak).

Recently, two issues have been published by guest editors in English. In 2015,
J.P. Arnason and N. Maslowski focused on key issues of historical sociology and pub-
lished works by foreign contributors: M. Maslovski — “The soviet model of modernity
and Russia’s post-communist political transformation” [32]; B. Strath — “The nineteenth
century revised: Towards a new narrative on Europe’s past” [54]; P. Wagner — “From
domination to autonomy, two eras of progress in world-sociological perspective” [67].
In 2018, J P. Arnasson published a monothematic block dedicated to the French Revo-
lution and including, for instance, works by D. Inglis — “Is it still too early to tell?
Rethinking sociology’s relations to the French Revolution” [20] and I.A Reed — “Power
and the French Revolution: Toward a sociology of sovereignty” [42].

skesksk

Thus, the article summarizes results of the ten-year development of historical
sociology at the Faculty of Humanities of the Charles University in Prague, which prove
a success beneficial not only for Czech sociology but to some extent for international
social studies. A general feature of Czech sociology — and to some degree of historical
sociology too — is that its representatives focus on certain narrow topics, which is rather
a rational strategy for individual scientific work. However, contemporary Czech socio-
logy in general and historical sociology in particular still lack united efforts for the
comprehensive analysis of the past and present of the Czech society. Moreover, despite
its obvious successes Czech historical sociology faces serious challenges such as
a shortage of students and funding for research projects (both challenges are typical
for sociology in general). Ten years is a very short period for any science but regarding
its results for Czech historical sociology they became a period of significant results,
that is why one cannot but wish Czech colleagues further scientific successes in the
next decade.
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OKOJIO IECSTH JIET Ha3a/l B YENICKOH COLUOIIOTHH 0(OPMHIIOCH HOBOE TUCHUILIMHAPHOE HAIPaB-
JIeHHe — HCTOpHUYecKast COIMoyorus. [IepBrIM maromM u MpeAroChUIKON JJIsl e CTaHOBJICHHUS CTaja
NyOJIMKAIMs BHYIINTEIHOH KOJUICKTHBHOM MoHOrpadun «VicTopudeckast COMOIOrUs: TeopHs 10arocpod-
Horo pa3Butus» (mox penakuuein M. IllyOpTta), cocTosBiIe U3 cTaTeil M3BECTHBIX YEHICKUX YYCHBIX
(TT. Maxonuna, M. Tlerpyceka u ap.). Konuenius y4eOHOTo 1miiaHa HOBOH TUCIHUIUIMHBI O(OPMHUIIACH
B 2007 rogy B auckyccusix W. lly6pra, [px.I1. ApHacona, M. I'aBenku u B. IlInona. B 2008 roxy nox pyko-
BozictBoM U. IllyOpra ObUTH MMOJATrOTOBICHBI AKKPEAUTAIIMOHHBIC JJOKYMCEHTHI HOBOW TporpamMMsbl Ha 2009—
2010 akamemudeckuii Tof. B To ke BpeMsi ObuTa co3aHa Kadeapa HCTOPUUESCKOM COLMOJIOTHH Ha (haKybTere
T'yMaHUTapHBEIX Hayk KapioBa yHHUBEpCHTETa, IJie U CErOAHs CYIIECTBYIOT MAarUCTCPCKHE M aCIIMPAHTCKHC
MIPOrPaMMBI TI0 HCTOPHYIECKON COIMONIOTUH Ha YEIICKOM SI3BIKE B OYHOM M AUCTaHIIMOHHO-OYHOM (hopMare.
B 2012—2013 axanemMuueckoM rofy Oblia OTKpBITA JOKTOPAHTYpa IO UCTOPHUECKOIl COLMOIOrHH,
a MarkcTepCKHe M aCIHPAHTCKHE IPOrpaMMbl Hayajld YUTAThCS Ha aHTJIMICKOM si3bIke. B cTaThe mpen-
CTaBJICHO Pa3BUTHE HCTOPUYECKON CONMOJIOTHU B UeXUH 3a MOCIeTHUE JeCITh JIET, aKIEHT CIeNaH
Ha HMCCIIC/IOBATENBCKOM U yU4eOHOW IporpaMmax (hakyJbTeTa T'yMaHHTapHBIX Hayk KapioBa yHuBepcuteTa.
ABTOp IOKa3bIBACT, KAK HCTOPUYECKAsl COLIMOJIOTHS BOCIIPUHUMACTCSI U pa3BuBaeTcs B Uexuu, mogdyep-
KHBasl €e MCCIEeJOBATeNbCKIe TPAIUIHK U HeIHEeIIHUE HHTepeckl. Oco0oe BHUIMAaHUE B CTAThE yIEICHO
HPEICTaBUTEIISIM U TEMAaTHKE HCTOPUKO-COLHOJIOTMYECKIX MCCIIC0BAHNUH, 0 JYCPKUBACTCS MHOTOYHC-
JICHHOCTh M 3HAYUMOCTb €€ MyOJIMKauii — Kak MoHorpadui, Tak u co3nanHoro B 2009 roxy xypHaia
«Historicka sociologie» («/croprueckast COLHONIOTHs). B 3akimoueHie CyMMUPOBAHBI Pe3yIbTaThl PA3BUTHS
YEIICKOH UCTOPUYECKOI COIMOIIOTHH, €€ IPOOIEMBI i PUCKH, HAJICXK/IBI U IEPCIICKTUBBL. J{ecsaTh JieT —
COBCeM HeOOJBIION CPOK /I Pa3sBUTHS HAYKH, HO YCIICKOH MCTOPHYCCKON COLMOIOTHH OHU T
3HAYUTEIbHBIE PE3YNIbTATHI.
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