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Business centers are becoming one of the most important architectural components of modern
cities; the need of such centers became a demand due to the concentration of high number of businesses
and international businesses within big cities, which created the demand of an architectural cluster of
business centers that facilitates running business between enterprises and keep the high concentration
of financial flow within one zone.

To understand this concept; the article will first note the most important business centers of our
modern world, the percentage of companies present, and the medium rental cost. The financial
components plays a huge role when it comes to business centers; as they always need funding to be
realized, and to be funded they need to be able to produce an equivalent value and profit; in other terms
they need to be self-independent buildings, to be able to understand that we need to take a look at the
current examples in our world.

Moreover, it’s very important to understand the different types of business centers, as they provide
a variety of different services not to mention the importance of understanding location requisites
depending on the type of business center. In this article the main classification of business centers is
explained briefly with an example.

Urban requirements and importance is discussed briefly as it is important to understand the concept
of CBD (Central Business District) and how it reflects on the hosting cities in many different ways. As
our urban formation is changing slowly and architectural demands are changing, it’s important to plan
for our future cities to fulfill the objective and create flexibility and comfort, and avoid future complication
and unnecessary waste of cost.

Key words: business center, central business district, frchitecture, skyscrapers, psychosomatic-
comfort, modern cities, urban planning, classification, city icons, future city formation

Introduction

There are two meanings of the phrase Business Center [1]; the first one refers to a
place where enterprises and companies are able to rent offices, meeting rooms, events
room, etc. to run their business. While the other meaning of a Business Center refers to
a town, a city or a part of city where there’s a cluster of commerce buildings in which
there is a lot of financial and business movement.

The architecture of a single business center and the cluster within a city are both very
important, as commerce movement is growing rapidly to cope with needs of our modern
fast-moving population. More and more business centers are being brought to existence
in modern cities, while the old business centers are growing in size and height.
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The Most Popular Business Centers in The World

The web that is created between business centers in the world is a very important thing
to consider. Financial movement and commerce are one the most dominant aspects in
our modern society and reflects on the architecture of our cities. To understand this better,
a brief study of the top 10 Popular Business centers in the world is presented [6]:

— according to world classification Paris takes the 10 place on the list with a 55.7%
companies present and a medium rental cost of $1,093/sq. meter;

— while Dubai which is the biggest business hub in the Middle East takes the 9" place
with a 56.1% of companies present and a $524/sq. meter rental cost;

— Madrid is the 8" on the list and hosts a 59.6% of companies present and it hosts
more than 75% of media, technology and telecommunications companies, which is almost
the same level as New York City. The rental cost is around $484/sq. meter;

— Beijing takes the 7" place with a 60.4% of companies present and a rental cost of
a $735/sq. meter. It hosts a high number of mining, construction, and agricultural
enterprises;

— even though Moscow takes the 6" place in the world’s list, it is the 2"% most popular
business center in Europe. It has a 60.7% of companies present and rental cost of an
$850/sq. meter;

— Shanghai is the 5™ and has a 61.4% of companies present and a rental cost of an
$812/sq. meter. Mainly it has a high concentration of mainland stock exchange;

— London is the 4™ and has a 63.2% of companies present and a rental cost of a
$974—$1,683/sq. meter depending on location. It’s one of the world’s oldest top business
centers;

— Tokyo is the 3™ and has a 63.9% of companies present and a very high rental cost
ofa $20,469/sq. meter. It is home to 47 Japanese Fortune 500 companies, which includes
Honda, Sony, and Mitsubishi;

— Singapore takes the 2" place with a 67.5% of companies present and a rental cost
of an $850/sq. meter and one of the most popular in Asia;

— the 1% city on the list is Hong Kong with a 68.2% of companies present and a rental
cost of a $2,297/sq. meter. It is the world’s most popular city for international businesses.

Classification of Business Centers by Component

Even though most modern cities have a central business district, some smaller business
center buildings might be scattered in crowded and important parts of the city.

There are three main categories of business center buildings which differ in components,
number of offices and function.

Small Size Buildings

This type of business centers is usually located outside the central business district but
in an important location whether it’s the city center or just a crowded area.

It usually contains offices, common areas, toilets, storage area and restaurants.

An example of this type of business center is Kifai Gorod Business Center. It’s located
in Moscow — Russia within the old center of the city. The architecture of the building
goes back to the middle of the XIX century. However it’s provided with modern interior.
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Shops, stores and a big supermarket occupy the first and second floor. Third, fourth
and fifth floor are occupied by offices with an approximate area of 10 000 m? [2].
General space distribution: Office (20—500 m?).

Fig. 1. Kitai Gorod Business Center — Moscow — Russia [2]

The building is provided with a good infrastructure which includes all needed services.
Such type of business centers is very popular as it is easy to host almost anywhere
within the city, whether it’s a big or a small city.

Medium Size Buildings

Such business centers generally contain offices, common areas, toilets, storage area,
meeting halls, event rooms, shops, restaurants, cafes, sports center and might also have
apartments and/or a hotel. This type of centers is usually located near a metro station
and easy to access.

An example of this type of business center is Park Place located in Moscow — Russia.

It is located to the east-west of the city and within 14 kilometers from the Kremlin.

Fig. 2. Park Place — Moscow — Russia [4]
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With a total area of 37,750 m?, it contains offices 10,900 m?, apartments 24,270 m?
and retail stores 1,400 m? [4].

General space distribution: Office (20—500 m?).

Apartment: (60—170 m?) — Office (60—330 m?) — Retail store (10—300 m?)

The Complex has 24-hour on site security, child care center, sport center with tennis
court and heated underground parking facility.

This type of business centers is usually found in big cities and good for creating business
centers away from the main business district within a big city or in small region near a
big city.

Big Size Buildings/Skyscrapers

This type of business centers has it all. It usually contains a hotel, apartments, a mall,
restaurants, cafes, a sports center, storage area, entertainment facilities, cinemas, event
halls, and other facilities.

Usually located within the Central Business District (CBD) and hosts various amounts
of activities and businesses. Such type of buildings can be found in big cities with business
districts. An example of this type of buildings; Bagration Bridge and Tower 2000 office
Complex in Moscow — Russia.

Fig. 3. Bagration Bridge and Tower — Moscow — Russia [3]

This project was completed in two phases. The first phase was the Bagration Bridge.
Completed in 1999; this building was one the first main buildings built in Moscow’s
International Business Center. The second phase was the Tower. Completed in 2001 with
a total floor area 60,000 m?; containing 2000 office. With 30 floors above ground and 4
floors under, the building is 130 m high [3].

The underground floors contain; Parking, restaurants, shops, stores and a fitness center,
whereas floors 3—15 and 17—26 contain business offices. And floors 8 and 27 contain a
media center, large exhibition hall and piano bar.

The tower is considered a good example of business centers located within a CBD of
any city.
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Urban Requirements

In most modern big cities a Central Business District (CBD) is found. It is the commercial
and business center of a city, also known as the “financial district”. In some cases the
location of the CBD and the city center might be the same, however, but these two
concepts are different: in many cities the CBD located away from its commercial or
cultural city center or downtown.

Usually the CBD of a city has a higher density the surrounding districts, and contains
the tallest buildings in the city.

It is important to note that the CBD is usually located within the center of the city
but apart from the historic part. In many cases, it is also the host of the activity center of
the city or at least of the major centers for entertainment including night life.

The unique design of CBD usually reflects on the city’s image and icons. Many cities
around the world are known for their unique buildings within the CBD.

Conclusion

As cities are growing and the population is rising in numbers, so is business, hence;
the financial movements. Many cities and capitals are growing in size and business that
governments are reshaping those cities, such as Quito-Ecuador [5] as the city will soon
have its own CBD.

It is much efficient and time saving for cities to have a CBD where all big businesses
(government and private one) and banks can exist in one area, especially that cities are
much bigger than before with traffic problems.

Urban formation is changing slowly and architectural demands are changing, it’s
important to plan for our future cities to fulfill the objective and create flexibility and
comfort, and avoid future complication and unnecessary waste of cost.

As a conclusion; cities are being reformed slowly, and soon cities will look much
different than they do now; A group of clusters where we use more vertical commuting
than horizontal. It is important to understand that more and more people are making
choices to live within the CBD (at least during weekdays) as it much comfortable and
time saving. However, living in such districts contradicts with to the psychosomatic
comfort of human beings, therefore architects are aspiring towards building skyscrapers
that merge nature within.

Creating complete cities within buildings might be the future prognosis and has already
started in a miniature scale, new construction materials are facilitating this process;
however, it is very important to create a way to keep human contact to nature. As a
prognosis; the CBD concept might develop easily into a new future city formation,
therefore, these two concepts cannot be separated as they are strongly linked to each
other.
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BU3HEC-LEHTPbI: KIACCUDUKALIUA,
OCHOBHBbBIE NPEAJIOXXEHUA U XAPAKTEPUCTUKU

3.C. Anbxanaoun, C.M. Xanaou, 1. Xamun

Poccuiickuii yHUBEPCUTET APY>KObI HAPOIOB
ya. Mukayxo-Makanas, 0. 6, Mockea, Poccus, 117198

Bu3Hec-1IeHTPbI CTAHOBSITCSI OMHUM U3 CAMBIX BaXKHBIX aPXUTEKTYPHBIX KOMIIOHEHTOB COBpe-
MEHHBIX TOPOJ0B; HEOOXOMMOCTb TAKUX LIEHTPOB BbI3BaHA KOHLIEHTPALIME TIPENNPUATHAN U MEXK-
JlyHAPOJHBIX KOMITAHUI B paMKaxX KPYITHBIX TOPOAOB, KOTOPbIE CO3AIN CITPOC apXUTEKTYPHOTO
KJ1acTepa Ou3Hec-1eHTPOB, 00JIeryalonX BeeHue O1u3Heca MeX 1y MpearpUusITUSIMA U B TO XKe Bpe-
MsI TIO3BOJISIIOIIETO COXPAHUTD BHICOKYIO KOHIIEHTpalMI0 (PMHAHCOBBIX MOTOKOB B paMKax OIHOM
30HBI.

YToObI MOHATDH 3Ty KOHLEIIINIO, aBTOPHI CHayaJla 00paIialoT BHUMaHUe Ha caMble BaxKHbIE OU3-
HeC-1IEHTPbl COBPEMEHHOTO MUPA, Ha TIPOLIEHT MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX KOMIIAHUI U Ha CPETHIOIO CTOM -
MOCTb apeH 1bl. PUHAHCOBbIE KOMITOHEHThI UTPAIOT OTPOMHYIO POJIb B OM3HEC-1IEHTpaX, Tak Kak OHU
Bceraa TpeOyoT huHaHCUPOBaHUS JJIs1 peaanu3aliuu, U, YTOObl MOJyYUTh (GUHAHCUPOBAHUE, OHU
JTOJKHBI OBITH B COCTOSTHUM MTPOU3BOANTD 9KBUBAJIEHTHYIO CTOUMOCTb U MTPUOBLIb; APYTUMU CJIOBa-
MU, OHU JOJXKHBI ObITh HE3AaBUCUMBIMU CAMOCTOSITEbHBIMY 31aHUAMU. YTOOBI 3TO TOHSTH, MbI
JTOJKHBI B3TJISIHYTh HA UMEIOIIMECS] B MUPE MPUMEDHI.

Kpome Toro, oueHb BaXKHO TOHUMATh pa3inyusi OM3HEC-1IEHTPOB, TOCKOJbKY OHUM obecrieunBa-
10T pa3Hble YCIYTU, HE TOBODS YK€ O BAXKHOCTU MECTOIOJIOXKEHUST B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TUIa OU3HeC-
1eHTpa. B a3Toit cratbe ocHOBHas Kilaccudukaiusi OM3HeC-1IeHTPOB MpeCTaBIeHa C MpUMEpPaMu.

O06cyxneHre ropoICKUX TpeOOBaHWI U YCIOBUI BaXKHBI 17151 TOHUMaHUsI KoHuenuuu LIJIP (ten-
TpaJIbHBIN 1EJI0BOU paiioH) U KaK 3TO B ITOCIENCTBUU MOXKET OTPA3UThCS HA TPMHUMAIOIIMX TOpoAaXx.
Hama roponckas cpefia mocTeleHHO MEHSIETCS, U apXUTEKTYpPHbIE TPEOOBAHUSI MEHSIIOTCS, BAXKHO
IUTAHMPOBaTh OyAyIIMe ropoaa Tak, YTOOKI co3aaTh yIO0OCTBO M KOMMPOPT 1 n3bexaTh B OymyIieM
CJIOKHOCTE! U HEHYKHBIX PACXO/IOB.

KiroueBblie ciioBa: OMi3HEC-1IEHTp, LIEHTPaJbHBIN NeJIOBOM paiioH, apXUTEKTypa, HEOOCKPEOHI,
TICUXOCOMATUYEeCKNI KOMGOPT, COBpeMEHHBIE TOpoia, TOPOICKOE TUTAHNPOBaHWE, KIacCU(DUKALINS,
ropoJcKKe 3HaKU, (hopMUpOBaHUE OYIYIIEro ropoaa
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