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ARCHITECTURE STUDY OF THENOLD CITY PART OF HOMS

I. Khalil, S.M. Khalabi, Z.S. Alhalabi

Department of Architecture and urban planning, Engineering faculty

Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia

Miklukho-Maklaya str., 6, Moscow, Russia, 117198

The article is devoted to the study of the current situation in Syria in the city of Homs. The subject 

of analysis is urban, architectural and social status of Homs neighborhood. The authors aims to give a 

detailed study of a typical old-Homs neighborhood. An in-depth examination to modify part of the 

old city of Homs to rearrange and organize the spaces and the formation of fasades in an effort to 

preserve the architectural heritage scheme.

The basis of the research is the comparative methods and collecting of current information and 

leading to the results.

The results of the study are that the authors professional opinion that leads to a better status of the 

architecture and urban situation in the old city of Homs.

The authors supposes that with minimal but well studied interventions to the urban and architecture 

structure of the old city of Homs we can keep its traditional face for closer link between the new 

generations and their ancestors.

The results of the study can be applied in the sphere of urban planning and architectural design.

Key words: urban planning, architectural design, society, Syria, Homs, preservation, new approach, 

traditional architecture

The preservation of the architectural heritage and its employment with present and 

future requirements is one of the most vital topics that need to be accurately treated, as 

part of the urban and architectural planning where the revival of historic city process is 

a very complex process. You need a thorough understanding of what exist, and a detailed 

study of the architectural vocabulary and the evidence of multiple archaeological sites 

[1; 4; 7; 8; 10].

Preservation and protection of ancient cities is a topic of great interest to many 

specialists in the field of planning and construction, in all parts of the world where this 

subject is the focus of their attention and interest.

As the ancient city contains, the architectural and urban legacy that is owned by the 

our past, the old city is a mirror that reflects the past and tells the current generations of 

the lives of parents and grandparents so the quest to preserve this heritage contributes to 

show the historical significance of pushing for closer link between the new generations 

and their ancestors And attract tourism to the region is worth mentioning that the old 

cities are not free of population or life, they are overflowing with them, but it needs to 

comply with the new requirements of our time that is experienced by this population and 

to put up any deals with the ancient city must take into account two significant 

considerations:

— the first consideration: each of us drives to maintain and renew the architectural 

heritage in a manner line with residents themselves and attract tourism to the highest 

possible proportion;
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— the second consideration: is the renewal and modernization required by old 

inhabitants of the city so the process looks complicated, it requires examination and deep 

understanding of the current situation, and although there had been numerous studies 

to protect the ancient cities around the world as well as local studies to protect the old 

cities of Damascus and Aleppo, but the old city of Homs within its walls and its contents 

have not received the necessary attention, and the idea of the project appeared to go to 

the reconstruction part of the old district of Homs “al warship” (the workshop).

And one of the most important objectives of the project are:

— an in-depth examination to modify part of the old city of Homs to rearrange and 

organize the spaces and the formation of fa ades in an effort to preserve the architectural 

heritage scheme;

— maintaining part of the residential spaces that remained well placed and away from 

destruction and introducing them into a study new plan. Documenting and saving what 

is archaeological or registered as archaeological proposal from demolition or distortion;

— the organization of excursions movement of pedestrians to this part of the old city, 

through the linkage between archaeological vocabularies across the major axis as part of 

the public network for pedestrians.

Providing the old city for the needs of tourists and residents at the same time and thus 

save the ancient city from a deadlock and mummification.

To start this study must know the importance 

of structure and how to deal with this issue

The structure of the ancient Arab city:
— the ancient Arab city with all its vocabulary was surrounded by walls breached by 

many doors connecting the City with the neighborhoods and achieve the start of the main 

streets, which starts towards the city center , these streets where called (bronchitis) which 

are divided by many alleys called (lanes) that branch off in turn to other types of streets, 

a lane which often patchwork open from one side only finishing into a Square used by a 

relatively small population living in that lane only;

— the width of these streets is variable and not fixed but follows the function assigned 

to them by its different kinds. The city growth starts from the center outward, but not 

fully, however in proportion to the geographical character of the city;

— the transport network in the ancient Arab city does not seem obvious, They differ 

in terms of principle and shape from regular Chess cities that were prevalent in the Roman 

era and the Byzantine. But most of the streets in general is moving towards the center 

and all of which converge in the center where the market exists and the Great Mosque 

and a lot of archaeological elements such as baths and schools, as well as cafes that often 

exist on the roads corners. exactly In the center the market is positioned, considering 

that the mosque is the main point in the dominant terms of height and volume.

The structure of the old city of Homs. The city’s streets and buildings encircled by the 

wall which is the main architectural elements in the Composition, that we can find out 

what it is through a detailed description of each element separately.
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Wall of the city

The old city of the rectangle -shaped Homs was Surrounded in terms of foundations 

with a black stone wall, height of 10 m, width of 4 meters and the wall was surrounding 

by trenches that were filled with water in the days of war in order to protect the city from 

enemies.

Located in the southwest corner of the wall, Homs Castle, which is up to 32 meters 

of height. The wall several towers and gates of the city to make contact with possible 

nearby, it was demolished more than once as a result of the numerous wars and successive 

attacks on the city. This wall is no longer having any important function, after the 

population started to build their homes outside the old city wall since 1900.

The streets

Like all ancient Arab cities, the streets and alleys of the old city of Homs are zigzag 

shaped and irregular, they don’t have a specific width or direction they don’t follow a 

uniform system and so often are built for defensive purposes, this zigzag in the streets 

structure stands as a difficulty especially strangers and tourists.

Buildings

The old city houses are built on both sides of the streets on its viability, they are of a 

similar shape and system, and somewhat similar materials, despite differences in size and 

location the buildings Had been created in the old city of basalt stone and clay which is 

traditional materials in the city of Homs to take the character of horizontal spread, one 

floor or two floors at most and rarely exceed it.

The historical development of the city of Homs

Homs, the third most important city in Syria, located in the center of Syria on the 

banks of Assi River, an ancient city dating back to 2300 BC and was called during the 

reign of the Roman the name of AMISSA and its people built the temple to the gods of 

the sun, where is still a column of granite located on the castle this column is the only 

remaining found.

And the name of the city, as they say was taken from the chief of the tribe, which 

inhabited the city at that time by the name (Hmt) son of Canaan, the grandson of Noah

Located above the plateau that rises about 400 m from the Mediterranean sea in front 

of “Akkar” city bay window which apply through a breeze loaded the smell of the sea air 

adding to the magnificence of Homs, a sweet kindness unlike any other. The distance 

between the capital Damascus and Homs, 162 km and the distance between homs and 

and Aleppo, 193 km away from the sea about 70 km like this it occupies a prime location 

with the main streets intersection point.

Area of 4.1 million hectares

Population: reached by public expectations of 2011 1.267 million.

Density:

Latitude 44’34 ° N

Longitude 43’36 ° E
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Climate: Homs climate characterized as varied and graded from very cold winter to 

a very hot summer and is particularly affected by the climate of the Mediterranean basin 

because of the presence of Homs Gap (between West Lebanon mountain range and 

mountain range Alawites), thus exposing the region to severe winds.

Rain: 412.9 mm per year.

Old Homs

Is the most densely populated in the city, the region, is made up of these neighborhoods, 

“bab Palmyra”, “bab Dreib” an “bab Hood” and the area around the castle, and covers 

an area of 1.2 square kilometers (0.46 square miles.

The demolition of the wall and historic gates happened during the Ottoman era, but 

a section of the fence with a circular Tower remains. only Few parts of the ancient 

archaeological city can be found.

During the Roman era city had four doors, the door of Rastan, the door of al-Sham, 

the door of the mountain, and the small door.

the Abbasids rebuilding and restored the doors and added a three new doors reaching 

the number to seven gates, it has been of interest to states and successive dynasties of 

Homs, until the Ottomans demolished them during the nineteenth century, in line with 

the expansion of the city and its inhabitants increasing numbers, and all that remains 

existing after the Ottoman decisions to this day today are, the Turkmen door and the 

blocked the door. Behind the doors of homs, lies the old city, which contains the historic 

mosques and churches as well as landmarks that live up to the Mamluk era.

Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods, the word is derived from the life and life development, integration, 

testing and innovation. And study the revival of ancient cities comes through an attempt 

to bring back the old atmosphere of the city to suit the requirements of the modern era 

by creating architectural Harmony between the past and the present and try to sow some 

new blocks in line with the physical character of the city.

Neighborhood workshop (Fig. 1)

The reason for the label: This label is called on the area located in the north-east of 

Homs, close to the door of the bab tadmur.

The cause of the label goes back to the gathering of workers there.

Anyone who wanted workers for any purpose had to go there in the morning and agree 

with who he wants.

And there was a complete workshops waiting for work, coating, building, fixing 

workshop, and thus the label.

Archaeological sites included in the neighborhood are:

 — Al-Zahrawi Palace: built back in the Mamluk era and is considered one of the most 

important houses of Homs’s ancient palaces and is called after the family that built and 

settled in it , it has been used as a house rule in Homs after Osama Castle and is now used 

as a museum of folk traditions and composed;
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 — Palace of the Secretary Amin: an ancient house dating back to the Mamluk era, 

13 century AD, where it was a Saray for the family Alkkah, consists of a large expanse 

halls and rooms and a lot of decoration;

 — Mosque Al sarraj;

 — Bathroom Al sarraj: Is a Bath and a mosque. They are opposite. A school was held 

within the corridors of it for the Muslim students, and the label relative to the Al sarraj 

Omar ibn Musa al-Qurashi al-Homsi, Appointed as a judge in several cities and died in 

861 AH 1457 AD. later the Abbasid Caliph al-Mutawakkil Cairene married his the 

doughter if Al sarraj, Eve. The Al sarraj is an abbreviation of the word was common at 

the time for the Sirajuddin.

The study of the current situation

Study the current situation aimed at securing a range of information and numbers 

that can be translated into charts and tables that contribute to the alleviation of the 

difficulties and speed up the planning process. This stage is necessary in order to determine 

the target schematic and discuss the various possibilities for this purpose [2; 3; 5].

Social Survey:

The region live about 220 families, or about 1100 people.

Urban study:

Streets: the neighborhood is dominated by the ancient Arab city system in terms of 

the large number of alleys and lanes open and closed tract or a zigzag shape and irregulars 

(Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. The uses of buildings scheme
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The study of the road network. The region is generally considered to be having a quiet 

streets except for the streets surrounding the area and are divided into several sections 

(Fig. 1):

 — streets surround the region width ranges from 8.6 to 5 m.

 — Service streets branching off the cumulative streets, width not exceeding 5.5 m.

 — residential streets and pedestrian axes width ranges from 7.4 to 3.3 m.

Architectural study

In examining the current situation shows the existence of the following:

Old buildings — modern buildings — ruined [6; 9].

1. Ancient buildings: are divided into three types (Fig. 1):

 — ancient buildings registered in the archaeological record (Collector OS — OS 

bath — Palace useful Secretary — Qasr Al-Zahrawi)

 — old buildings that can be considered good by virtue of which is rich in archaeological 

elements of the old Arab house and is built mainly in stone.

 — old buildings of a bad physiologist Status, made of clay which is often deserted 

(Fig. 2) (Fig. 4).

2. Modern buildings: is made of the concrete, the blocks is a deformation to the 

architectural character of the city due to poor design and study of their façade in addition 

to a 6-storey high block deforming the public facade of St. Ephrem Barsoum (Fig. 3)

3. Desolate: a Real Estate destroyed entirely and can be well exploited (Fig. 4).

Fig. 2. Scheme of building materials
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Fig. 3. Elevations scheme

Fig. 4. The current status of the building scheme
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The results of the study of the current situation

The disadvantages of the current Master plan.

1. The loss of the old city and the absence of knit fabric.

2. The Absence of spatial connectivity between different blocs within the traditional 

slide.

3. Small car can enter within this tissue of the block, rather than keeping it outside.

4. Overlapping the vehicular traffic with pedestrian traffic and the absence of clear 

axes for pedestrians.

5. The lack of some activity services, commercial and private.

6. The absence of a of parking lots study, which led to the use of street as temporary 

parking lots.
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ИССЛЕДОВАНИЕ АРХИТЕКТУРЫ СТАРОЙ ЧАСТИ ГОРОДА ХОМС
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Статья посвящена исследованию текущей ситуации в cирийском городе Хомсе. Предмет 

анализа — городское, архитектурное и социальное положение района Хомса. Авторы стре-

мятся представить детальное изучение типичного района старого Хомса. Всесторонняя экс-

пертиза необходима, чтобы при изменении части старого города Хомса, перестройке и орга-

низации мест, формировании фасадов сохранить архитектурную схему наследия.

Авторы предполагают, что при хорошо изученном вмешательстве в городскую структуру и 

структуру архитектуры старого города Хомса можно сохранить его традиционный облик, обе-

спечив более близкую связь между поколениями.

Результаты исследования могут быть применены в сфере городского планирования и ар-

хитектурного дизайна.

Ключевые слова: городское планирование, архитектурный дизайн, общество, Сирия, Хомс, 

сохранение, новый подход, традиционная архитектура



Khalil I., Khalabi S.M., Alhalabi Z.S. Architecture study of thenold city part of Homs

165

ЛИТЕРАТУРА

[1] Bryant Jacob (1807). A New System; or, an Analysis of Antient Mythology. Volume I. W. Marchant.

[2] Damascus house, Mohammed Zakaria 2000.

[3] Data from the human observatory in Syria 2015.

[4] Data from Statistics Center, Syria 2015.

[5] General information on the Syrian Arab Republic, the Syrian Ministry of Tourism, January 12, 

2010.

[6] Maps from the city council, Syria 2015.

[7] National Human Development Report.

[8] Syria during prehistoric stone ages, the Syrian Ministry of Tourism, January 18, 2011.

[9] Syria’s contemporary history.

[10] The geographical boundaries of the Syrian Arab Republic and the Syrian Ministry of Tourism 

January 12, 2010.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /RUS <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


